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ON THE PASSAGE OF THE THUMB ‘UNDER THE OTHER  FINGERS,
. AND ‘OF THE FI\IGERS OVER . THE ’THUMB

These two . natura,l means serve, as it were, to multlply the mnnber of our ﬁng’ers, and to
enlarge . the narrow bounds within which we should otherwise be confined. As a we]l adapted
. ,applwatlon of these means is the foundation of the whole system of fingering:,so any superfhu.
_ ous or unsmtab]e exnployment of them easily becomes obstructive and prejudicial.

- ON THE PASSAGE OF  THE THUMB UNDER THE OI‘HER FINGERS.

R o s I
The passage of ﬂle thumb underneath the other fingers takes place in ascendmg- w1th the
nght ‘hand, and in déscending-with the left, as well in a series of notes in gradual succession (4.)
as in notes following one another by skips. . (B.) )

- ’ (A, DEGREES.
in ascending: ) Y ,EGBEES

(B) BY VS.KIPS, with the hand extended.
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Let the Pupil accustom }umself betimes to keep the thumb of both hands always a htﬂe bent (yet
not cramped) under the fore_finger; so that it shall be prepared for passing'umder the fingers, even
before this becomes absolutely necessary, and so that no separation of the soumds sha]] be per.
ceptlble Any motion or twisting'of the hands or arms, either in passing: the fingers over or the
thwnb under, is to be most carefully av01ded3

S

In a series of nofes succeeding by degrees, the thumb must never be. used on a black’ key;

but' must be disposed so as to fall on.the white key fo]lowmg' the black one, in ascendmg‘
. with the right . hwnd or in descending with the left :
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In passages where the notes of chords ‘are taken in smccession by skips, (@) and in arpeg'g'los
(3.) the thunb may dwell somewhat: longer on the key than the strict time of the note would
reqitire, while the other fingers play on; by this means the hand is kept more steady, the per
former has a more certain point of smrpport a:nd the execution becomes richer and more
har momous. .

"~ the roots.
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VON THE PASSAGE OF THE FINGERS OVER THE THUMB.

The passage of the ﬁngers over the thumb also takes place in-a series of notes followmg-in :
dmtomc succession. (@) as well as in those where the notes succeed by skips; (5J and this
in descendmg' with the ng'ht hand and in a.scendmg- Wlth the left

S (a.) BY DEGREES
descend.mg , a

() BY skips.
3 +3 2 2 !-3' 3 - o 4
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‘ ‘ S 6.
Here the hand must be much contracted, so that the finger about to be passed over, (particu.
larly in proceeding from one white key to another,), may be ready, almost before the thumb
* has absolutely struck the note appropriated to it. ngq too, all twisting and contortion
of the hand and arm mast be avoided. . - ' . :
‘ - S

In diatonic’ series of notes ascending in the right _hand, or descendmg- in the left, h
thu:mb should fa]l before the black key; as

“here a]so the 15t 2¢3d andm some cases, the httle finger miay pass over the thumb

“first finger over.
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In. scales with several #§ or b, it is partlcularly to be observed, that the 2¢ finger must be
‘passed: over the thumb on the first of two consecutive black keys (a); and the 8¢ finger over.

~on the first of the three consecutive black keys (B); becanse passing: the ﬁng'ers ovér. on the
*. black*keys is more convenient than on the white.
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; What was intimated in §. 4, a])ontthe
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"As a vl .adapted practice for both hands on passing the thamb under the fingers, and the
ﬁng\ers over the thumb, no éxercises can be devised more emmently suitable, than the Scales
in all thelr varieties and movements o

‘ON THE ScarLEs. ‘ > / - L
s 100 o , A
“(a) A]l maJor and minor scales commencing: with a white key, are to begm wrth the tkumb
~in ascendmg'wﬁh the right-hand; and, including: the octave, they require a succession of three
~and then five fingers; the scale of F is the only exception, in this the ﬂmmb is passed after -
the ¥ finger mstead of after the second.
s 11. ‘ : ~
(b) In ‘the left hand in ascendmg‘ they beg'm with the little finger a.nd reqmre a suc. -

cession of 5 and then 8 fingers; the. scale of B, which beg‘ms with fhe ad fi.nger
. forms the only exception. x 7
: s 12,

) In descending;, the succession of the fingers in' both hands is the same as'in
Ascendmg‘



ON SCALES WITHIN THE COMPASS OF AN OCTAVE, BEGINNING

A

WITH.

WHITE

C. MaJor.

. descending.
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| s 13 1
All major and minor scales commencing with a black key (a.) begin with the It finger
in ascending with the right hand; but in ascending with the left, they begin with the 22
finger, except Eb and Bb minor, which commence with the. 15t f’mg'er"‘ and the tuo
scales of F¥ which begin with the 8¢ fmgir * v
: s 1 , ‘
As in some . of the descending' minor scales beginning: with a black key, the .arrange.
ment of the fingers is changed because of the alterations demanded by the laws of me.
. lody on the 6t -and 7t deg'rees, and as an analysis of each case would become te.
dious, the fmg‘ermg' marked in the exmnples must be considered as eqmvalent to.
express. rules. . :

deviation in descending.
2 .

(a.) Db. MaJjor. + C
= 1 + m i 2 —

(* *) Exception.

. Ab. Major. . | ~ G#. MixNor.
. : 1

7 [—
(* ) Exception. 3 2 i N



ScALES RUNNING THROUGH SEVERAL OCTAVES

- s 157 .
~Ine contmumg' any one of the scales. commcncmg' W1th a ‘white key through tuo or more
octa.ves if we - ascend with the right hand, ‘instead of ternunatmg'on the first octave WIth

the Little fmg’er, we ‘must place the thumd on that note and then proceed wlth the saJne
successmn of fmg‘ers as . before. (a.)

Smularly in  ascending with the left Mnd a.fter the flrst octave the 3¢ fmger is- ‘to
pa.ssed over ‘the thmnb’“ except in the scale of B, where only the secondis to bc used
(8) ‘

In descendmg; the thumb in both hands fdlls on the same. keys as in’ ascendlng-

s 16
Scales begnmmg‘w‘lth a black key and runningthrough several octaves, observe, in the I‘lg'ﬁt
~hand the same dlsposnlon of fingers as in § 13, with the exception of the scales of ¥4,
~where in lieu of terminating on the octave with the little finger, the thuunb must be passed

. under jumnediately before the octave (x). In the left hand the second finger must bepla
“ced on the octave instead of the first fingen

fa) except in the scales of K4 in which
the 3¢ finger, and in thuse of. Bb Minor, and Eb Minor, in which the first finger
must - be passed over the thuinb. (%% = '
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SCALES 1IN THE COMPASS OF A NINTH.

S ]7 _ , .

: If the scale ascends one mote above the octave, that is to the ninth, and then returns
from " this note; then in all scales beginning: from-a white key in the right_hand, the °
thuumb is passed under after the 3 finger instead of after the 29 (¢.) .and in the

- léft hand " the 84 finger is passed over instead of the v2‘.1 (b) except in the seales

of E and B in the right hand % and in that of E in the left xx, where the
c_i;st_ox}laljy fingering remains unchanged. '

C. MaJjor. in the compass of a minth.

1
1
I
1
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18 : : u
Should the scale rum throug‘h two or mcre octaves to the mninth, the usual fingering

. must-be retained in ‘the first octaves, and that Just explained must be resorted to on]_y
“in the last octave. (c.)

Smularly wnh ‘the major and minor- scales of DEG,A.
E_. MAJOB ) ) . ", E MINE(;K];ePhon ‘ ) . }

s 19.

In scales commencing with a black key and ascending to l‘he mnﬂl the fingering: re.
" mains the same as in § I3 and 17; except onl_y that in the minor scales of C#

: and F4#, because of the greater _convenience Qf‘ passingover the ﬁng'er from a whité

to. a black key, the following fingering, in which is an- omission of the first fin.
ger. is to be preferred in ascending with the right hand.

Ct# Mixor. ‘ ’ : - ' F# Mixor.
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SCALES RUNNING To THE TENTH THROUGH <& Oc TAVES. '
20.
For the accommodation of the hand, these scales deviate occa.s10na,1}y from the usual lnode of

dxsposmg' the ﬁngers as will be seen in the following examples.
C.MaJoR COM]V[ENCING FROM A WHITE KEY. .
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F. MA:J‘(')-R-“ _

G.Muasor.




B. MaJjor.
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Fg MAJOR.
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In 9}11‘011’!8110 sca]es ascend:mg' or descendmg', it must be carefully obsened W1th re._

g-ar& to . the poutmn of the fmg'ers, that in hoth hands the second’ fmger should he
' almost honzontally over ' the thu]nb _ for Ex

termination - '

. - : "‘] R

'RUN' IN OCTAVES. - . .- ' 2 + (1) 2 + 2R ' 2
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. RUN "IN ‘THIRDS OR TENTHS. . .
2' + () = 3 1 R T -

RUN IN SIXTHS BELOW.
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FROM THE SIXTH IN CONTRARY MOTION




- 3+1+ 3

FROM THE THIRD OR TENTH TO THE

H, ASCENDING IN CONTRARY MOTION.
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IN CONTRARY MOTION.

NINTH,.

ASCENDING FROM THE SIXTH BELOW TO THE
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UNDER OTHER

I

and

FINGERS,

PAassiING THE THUMB

OVER THE THUMB.

A

R FINGERS.
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(a) here the hand skips barkwards, but without 'bemg' lifted up.
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